
Public Notice 
 
As required by the provisions of 35C.1, Code of Iowa, notice of recruitment for the following 
position is being given: 
 

Newton WaterWorks Treatment Plant Operator  
City of Newton, Iowa 

 
PURPOSE:  Under the supervision of the Waterworks Superintendent and Assistant 
Superintendent, performs any combination of tasks pertinent to controlling the operation of the 
water treatment plant. Position is subject to 24 hour on-call duty. 
 
RESPONSIBILITIES INCLUDE BUT ARE NOT LIMITED TO THE FOLLOWING: 

• Operates treatment facilities to control flow and processing of water. 
• Monitors gauges, meters and control panels. 
• Observes variations in operating conditions, interprets meter readings, and test results to 

determine processing requirements. 
• Operates valves either manually or by remote control. 
• Operates pumps and generators to control and adjust flow and treatment processes. 
• Maintains shift log, records meter readings and test results. 
• Collects water samples for lab testing. 
• Performs routine lab tests for control for making process changes. 
• Operates belt fed lime slaker, and chemical pumps to ensure efficient process. 
• Mixes chemicals and performs other duties incidental to operation. 
• Makes operating decisions in absence of supervisory personnel. 
• Performs preventive maintenance and repairs on mechanical machinery and equipment, 

maintains a regular program of lubricating, checking for malfunctions and replacing critical 
parts, and assists in keeping maintenance records. 

• Replaces packing in pumps or valves, and bearings in motors, pumps, and other 
equipment. 

• Cleans out pipes and performs other plumbing and pipe fitting tasks as required. 
• Inspects and services mechanical control systems. 
• Performs general maintenance and repair tasks on buildings, structures, and grounds. 
• Performs general operation and maintenance duties relating to distribution system pump 

stations, and reservoirs. 
• Drives, loads and unloads trucks hauling sludge, grit to the lime lagoon. 
• Assist with snow removal operations from City property and right-of-way as necessary. 
• Performs related work as required. 

 
QUALIFICATIONS: 
 
Knowledge and Professional Certification:  Requires a high school diploma, GED or 
equivalent; requires possession of a Grade 1 Water Treatment Operator certification within 1 year 
and a Grade 2 Iowa Water Treatment Operator certification within 6 months of DNR eligibility; or 
an equivalent combination of education and experience. 
 
Knowledge of the operation and general mechanical functions of water treatment equipment; 
knowledge of potential operating hazards and of applicable safety precautions; knowledge of 
methods and practices used in the operation of water treatment plants.  
 



Skill to adjust to changing situations, priorities and deadlines while maintaining efficiency and 
effectiveness; ability to make minor adjustments and repairs on equipment used. 
 
Ability to read meters and gauges correctly and act quickly and independently in operation 
emergencies; ability to determine process condition using lab data and meter  readings; ability to 
recognize process upsets and critical conditions; ability to maintain and evaluate records; ability 
to understand the inner workings of complex equipment; ability to perform necessary maintenance 
and repairs; ability to handle variety of duties without close supervision; ability to; perform 
strenuous manual labor under adverse weather conditions; use a variety of hand and power tools; 
ability to drive a heavy dump truck; read drawings; operate computer systems; apply knowledge 
of water treatment to solve practical problems; perform ordinary arithmetical and algebraic 
procedures in standard, practical applications; adjust to situations involving a variety of duties, 
including evaluation of information against measurable criteria and precise attainment of set limits 
or standards; and perform activities of a routine, organized nature. 
 
Minimum Job-Related Experience: 
Requires minimum one year of experience in water, plumbing, construction or maintenance, or 
an equivalent combination of education and experience. 
 
Human Relations:  Ability to; establish and to maintain an effective working relationship with 
supervisor, subordinates, state, county and municipal elected officials, employees at all levels 
within the organization and members of the community; interact constructively the general public 
and water customers; understand and follow both written and oral instructions. 
 
Working Conditions:  Operates equipment with varying degrees of noise and vibration; ability 
to; perform moderately heavy work for extended periods of time and lift up to fifty (50) pounds; 
outside work in all kinds of weather conditions during day and night hours; requires overtime in 
summer. Regularly exposed to weather, fumes, odors and dust.  Occasionally exposed to toxic 
conditions. Work regularly involves climbing, balancing, stooping, kneeling, crouching, reaching, 
handling, talking, hearing, visual acuity, depth perception, and color vision.  
 

• Additional Requirements:  For those tasks where personal or City vehicle is used, 
individual must be physically capable of operating the vehicle safely and have an 
acceptable driving record. 

 
Compensation:  Starting hourly wage range: $28.35 - $34.65; DOQ  EEOC 
 
Application Process: Application and complete job description are available on the City of 
Newton website; www.newtongov.org (under “I want to” – Apply for a Job”). Applications will be 
accepted until July 07, 2023, 4:00 PM. 
 
Posted Friday, June 23, 2023 

http://www.newtongov.org/
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